
Ohio's Best Perch Fest Fishing Champion™

Only yellow perch caught in Lake Erie, Ohio, during the fi shing tournament will be entered in the Lake County PerchFest™ Fishing Tournament.

categorIeS:  adults ‑ 16 years or older  •  youth ‑ Up to 15 years

eNtry FeeS: a permit must be purchased - $5/adults, $1/youth. call the Lake county Visitors Bureau for a complete listing of 
outlets selling PerchFest™ fi shing tournament permits–(440) 975-1234 or 800-368-LAKE or www.perchfest.net.
adult - The entry fee is fi ve dollars ($5.00) per adult fi sherman. Each fi sherman fi shing on boat entered must have a separate permit.  
Permit holder is to enter up to fi ve (5) Lake Erie yellow perch. Total length of these fi ve fi sh will determine winner.

youth - (Up to 15 years) The entry fee is one dollar ($1.00) each. Youth category PerchFest™  permit holder is to enter up to three (3) Lake Erie 
yellow perch. youth muSt catch the FISh. Total length of these three (3) fi sh will determine winner. Same rules apply for both days.

FIShINg DateS: Dates for the PerchFest™ Fishing Tournament are Saturday, September 12, 2009 and Sunday, September 13, 
2009, fi shing from the hours of 7:00 A.M. until 4:00 P.M.

All fi sh must be caught during these hours on these dates. Permit holders must register all fi sh to be entered by 5:00 p.m. on Saturday, 
September 12, 2009, and 5:00 P.M. on Sunday, September 13, 2009.

Weather PoStPoNemeNt/caNceLLatIoNS - There will be no rain days scheduled. Should rain or weather cancel one day, 
Saturday, or Sunday, measurements from the Saturday or Sunday fi shing day will be used. There will be no refunds if both days are 
cancelled. A drawing will be held Sunday, September 13, 2009 at the PerchFest™ Tent Main Stage at approximately 6:00 P.M.* using 
100% of all entrance fees paid back.  (*Tentative time)

If a Small craft advisory is in effect, entrants must verify PerchFest™ tournament status by calling the PerchFest™ Weath-
erline D & W Bait at (440) 354-8473, or in person at D & W Bait, 786 Richmond Street, Painesville, or by listening to Channel 
67 on the marine radio.  Weather notice will be updated at 6:30 A.M., Saturday, September 12, 2009, and 6:30 A.M., Sunday, 
September 13, 2009.
Lake Erie's rapidly changing boating conditions are virtually unpredictable. Thus, it is the sole responsibility of all fi shing 
tournament participants to monitor weather conditions and monitor marine Channel 67 for PerchFest™ updates and/or call 
D&W Bait for potential contest cancellations. If there are dramatic, last minute severe Lake erie boating conditions, contest 
participants assume sole responsibility to seek immediate safe harbor and check with D&W Bait and/or marine Channel 67 
regarding the status of the PerchFest™ tournament.
Lake County PerchFest™ Fishing Tournament Offi cials are not responsible for condition updates for entrants going out before pre‑
scribed start time of 7:00 a.m. to fi sh. Entrants assume responsibility to be in contact with D & w Bait (440) 354‑8473, or by listening 
to Channel 67 on the marine radio and monitoring the weather channel.

The contest does not regulate size or conditions of boats participating in the tournament. Therefore it is the sole responsibility of contestant to 
use sound, responsible, marine safety judgement regarding changing weather conditions and proper operating condition of boat.

BOAT GROUP FISHING RULES
Each Adult category PerchFest™ permit holder may enter up to fi ve (5) Lake Erie yellow perch individually, keeping fi sh 
separate - or, FIVe FISh Per Boat for collective entry. only each person holding a PerchFest™ permit on boat can enter in 
THAT BOAT'S CATCH. All boat participants MUST purchase a PerchFest™ permit. IMPORTANT - ENTRANT CHECKING IN FISH 
rePreSeNtINg PerchFeSt™ tourNameNt grouP Boat PartIcIPaNtS' catch muSt PreSeNt aLL PartIcIPaNtS' 
PERCHFEST™ TOURNAMENT PERMITS AT TIME OF CHECK-IN. The SAME fi sherman entering fi sh for that boat can substitute 
larger fi sh to his catch if fi shing both days. Example - fi ve contestants, each with a PerchFest™ permit, fi sh Saturday in the 
same boat. New person with permit fi shing Sunday needs to keep his or her entries separate. The total LeNgth of best fi ve 
(5) fi sh caught either Saturday or Sunday or both days combined, will determine winner. Same rules apply for both days.
AGAIN, ONLY THE (5) LONGEST FISH OF ONE OR BOTH DAYS COMBINED WILL DETERMINE THE ADULT WINNER,                      
(3) LONGEST FISH FOR THE YOUTH WINNER
The PerchFest™ Fishing Tournament is a two-day event. Participants may fi sh one or both days. But only the (5) longest fi sh of one or 
both days combined will determine adult winner.

Example: Adult contestant catches fi ve (5) perch on Saturday (one day) for offi cial measurement. Participant has the option to fi sh Sunday with 
same permit. The following day (Sunday) he/she catches one or more larger fi sh than the fi sh he/she entered on Saturday, the previous day.

FISHING TOURNAMENT RULES
September 12 & 13, 2009

MEASURING STATION LOCATION - Village of Fairport Harbor Recycling Station, Water Street Between East 2nd & 3rd Streets

Presented by

s Best Perch Fest Fishing Champion™

 

 PERCHFEST™

2009 LAKE COUNTY

A Village of Fairport Harbor police offi cer trained to administer  a VOICE STRESS ANALYZER  will be on site Sunday, September 13, 2009,  to administer 
test to fi nalists which must be present at 5:00pm should  judges observe suspicious circumstances/ entries/ contestants. Ruling of judges is fi nal.

ALL PAST PRIZE WINNERS (ADULT & YOUTH) ARE NOT ELIGIBLE TO COMPETE FOR THE NEXT (2) TWO YEARS FOLLOWING WINNING YEAR*
*Example, 2008 winners (adult & youth) cannot compete in the PerchFestTM in 2009 and 2010.
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FRIDAY, SATURDAY AND SUNDAY–SEPTEMBER 11, 12 & 13, 2009 
Ohio's Largest Lake Erie Yellow Perch Fish Fry!
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D&W Sports 
Youth Fishing Tank 

Stocked with 
Perch/Bluegill/Bass/Trout  

(fee applies)

FUN FOR EVERYONE!!

GAZETTE 
NEWSPAPERS

LAKE METROPARKS FAIRPORT HARBOR LAKEFRONT PARK

www.perchfest.net
For complete Schedule

Visit

Free Admission •  Live Music
Youth Activities  •  Karaoke Contest

The News-Herald

Fairport Marine Museum 
& Lighthouse Tours* 

(Sat. & Sun. Noon-7 pm) *Admission fee

MISS A DAY.  MISS A LOT.

PD MissADay  9/15/04  4:58 PM  Page 1

D&W BAIT

Contest judging courtesy of 
Chagrin River Salmon Association

Youth Fishing Tank

www.fairportlighthouse.com

Youth Activities  •  Karaoke Contest

With the support of…
Special Thanks to 

PerchFest™
Fishing Contest Sponsor
Ohio State Senator

Tim Grendell
and Judge 

Diane Grendell

Presented by



HE/SHE MAY SUBSTITUTE THE LARGER FISH CAUGHT ‑ UP TO FIVE ‑ ADULT ‑ FROM SUNDAY, SECOND DAY, FOR FISH 
CAUGHT SATURDAY, PREVIOUS DAY.
Larger Sunday fish substitutions only ‑ total Sunday catch cannot be included in addition to all five Saturday submissions ‑ only sub-
stituted for smaller Saturday entries.

If only fishing Sunday, then only the five largest perch caught by length measurement will be entered.  If only fishing Saturday, then 
only the five largest perch caught by length measurement shall be entered.

In summary, only the best five fish total (adult) will be measured and entered for the two‑day event. Fish either Saturday or Sunday 
or both days. Substitute larger perch on Sunday to replace Saturday’s catch ‑ fish per fish.

youth category: The three largest fish caught by measurement in one day or combined dates will be 
used to determine youth winner. larger fish substitutions as noted above.

Parents - PLEASE - this is a youth contest. Do not share adult catches with youth contestants. All fish that are caught by youth shall be kept 
in a separate container unless fish are entered in the adult category boat catch. PerchFest™ fishing tournament officials and/or Village of 
Fairport Harbor police officers may monitor and observe activities in Fairport Port Authority parking lot and docks to discourage and prevent 
any fish exchanges amongst participants or fish substitutions by adults to youth. Any violations will be reported to judges, resulting in im-
mediate disqualification for all involved parties from the 2009 and 2010 PerchFest™ fishing tournaments.

AGAIN, ONLY THE (3) LONGEST FISH OF ONE OR BOTH DAYS COMBINED WILL DETERMINE THE YOUTH WINNER.
For clarification, call (440) 975-1234 during business hours (M-F 8:30am-5:00pm) by Thursday, September 10, 2009.

CHECK IN STATION: Village of Fairport Harbor Recycling Station, Water Street between East 2nd & 3rd Streets
Measuring 2:00 P.M.-5:00 P.M. on Saturday, September 12, 2009 and 2:00 P.M.-5:00 P.M. Sunday, September 13, 2009.
Entrants must be in line by the 5:00 P.M. deadline at the PerchFest™ Measuring Station at the Village of Fairport Harbor 
Recycling Station, Water Street between East 2nd & 3rd Streets.
IMPORTANT PARKING INSTRUCTIONS: There is limited parking at the Village of Fairport Harbor Recycling Station. If lot is full, en-
trants CANNOT park in the street or in the grass along the street. Entrants must use the Lake County PerchFest™ parking shuttle lot 
#1 (entrance further east of measuring station on north side of Water Street - park across from measuring station and cross Water 
Street). Entrants must show parking lot attendant 2009 PerchFest™ fishing permit for free access. After measuring, contestants must 
move vehicles immediately. Law enforcement will be radioed to help clear traffic if necessary. 

Entrants wishing to ramp and park at the Fairport Harbor Port Authority must pay the standard ramping fee. Please be aware this 
location may fill up early, but measuring for the 2009 Perchfest™ fishing tournament is at the Village of Fairport Harbor Recycling 
Station.  

It is the contestant's responsibility to understand and follow directions and parking procedures. Village of Fairport Harbor law enforce-
ment officials and/or PerchFest™ judges have the authority to expel and invalidate entries of any unruly, disruptive or late entrants 
not knowledgeable of parking and measuring rules as stipulated in this document. It is the participants' responsibility to contact  officials 
in advance with any questions. PerchFest™ and Village of Fairport Harbor law enforcement officials will not tolerate any EXCUSES OR 
RUDE BEHAVIOR because of a lack of understanding of rules, parking and entry procedures. Intoxicated participants or participants 
under the apparent influence of alcohol will be disqualified immediately and authorities notified. 

Entrants in line at the 5:00 P.M. cutoff must have an official check‑in number issued by PerchFest™ officials.

Responsibility to arrive on time for tournament measuring, is the entrant’s responsibility. PerchFest™ sponsors will assume no re-
sponsibility for delays caused by boat or car traffic, or by participant's lack of knowledge of location.

A PerchFest™ Festival will be underway in Fairport Harbor. Entrants are reminded to factor in any vehicle traffic for festival. 
Lake County PerchFest™ will not be responsible for any late measurement arrivals due to festival traffic. For directions to the 
Village of Fairport Harbor Recycling Station, call Fairport Harbor Village Hall, (440) 352‑3620, during weekday business hours. (Map 
also included on back page of these Rules).

Automobile Directions: From Rt. 2, take the OH-283/OH-535 exit toward Fairport Harbor. OH-283N/Richmond St. becomes Richmond 
St./OH 535N, then becomes High St./Oh-535. Stay straight to go onto High St. Stay straight to go onto Water St.

The 5:00 PM deadline will be strictly enforced in fairness to all contestants.  It is the responsibility of contestant to arrive 
on time, understand directions and the potential for unexpected delays due to PerchFest™ crowds.  No exceptions will be 
made for any reason.  Official fish measuring deadline time will be kept by PerchFest™ Tournament officials and enforced 
by Village of Fairport Harbor police officers.
Only one (1) PerchFest™ permit holder in line with qualifying fish.

Lost PerchFest™ entry ticket automatically disqualifies contestant. NO EXCEPTIONS.  Contestant must have valid 
2009 PerchFest™ stub at measuring station.

Ohio's Best Perch Fest Fishing Champion™
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 MEASURING STATION LOCATION - Village of Fairport Harbor Recycling Station, Water Street Between East 2nd & 3rd Streets

A Village of Fairport Harbor police officer trained to administer  a VOICE STRESS ANALYZER  will be on site Sunday, September 13, 2009,  to administer 
test to finalists which must be present at 5:00pm should  judges observe suspicious circumstances/ entries/ contestants. Ruling of judges is final.

ALL PAST PRIZE WINNERS (ADULT & YOUTH) ARE NOT ELIGIBLE TO COMPETE FOR THE NEXT (2) TWO YEARS FOLLOWING WINNING YEAR*
*Example, 2008 winners (adult & youth) cannot compete in the PerchFestTM in 2009 and 2010.
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✱ PRIZES
ADULT CATEGORY:
Based on length as a standard measurement of five (5) yellow perch ‑ First Prize $500 plus $75 Marc's Gift Certificate for Ohio's Best 
PerchFest™Fishing Champion™; Second Prize $300 plus $50 Marc's Gift Certificate; Third Prize $200 plus $25 Marc's Gift Certificate.

In the event of a tie in any position, the monies for that number and following number will be added together and divided in half. Ex-
ample; tie for first and second place, money for both totaled and split evenly.

YOUTH CATEGORY:
Based on length as standard measurement of three (3) yellow perch ‑ First Prize $100 Gander Mountain Gift Certificate plus $25 
Marc's Gift Certificate; Second Prize $75 Gander Mountain Gift Certificate plus $25 Marc's Gift Certificate; Third Prize $50 Gander 
Mountain Gift Certificate plus $25 Marc's Gift Certificate. Ties will be broken by same rules as apply to adult tie breaking procedures. 
All fish caught by youth must be kept separate so they are the actual fish caught. 

BIG FISH PRIZE:  Adult $50 D&W BAIT Gift Certificate / Youth $25 D&W BAIT Gift Certificate
Largest one perch caught for the tournament. Prize awarded by LENGTH of perch. Tie breaker will be by WEIGHT of fish. Should a 
tie occur with both length and width, a flip of a coin will determine winner. 

— READ  ALL PAGES CAREFULLY - INCLUDING ELIGIBILITY & BOAT GROUP PERMIT RULES —
MEASURING STATION LOCATION - Village of Fairport Harbor Recycling Station, Water Street Between East 2nd & 3rd Streets
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CONDUCT:
All Ohio fishing. and state and Federal Watercraft Regulations shall prevail. Any contestant whose boat is ticketed by State or Federal 
authorities during this contest may be disqualified, depending on the nature of the offense.

LIABILITY:
The PerchFest™ Fishing Tournament Committee, The Lake County Visitors Bureau, sponsors, County of Lake, Village of Fairport Harbor, Lake Metroparks, judges, 
Chagrin River Salmon Association, officers, directors, agents or employees of the same shall not be responsible for the safety of persons or property of the participants 
as regards to accidents, theft, damage by fire, vandalism, drowning or any other cause of injury, loss or damage. By signing the PerchFest™ Tournament Permit entry 
you certify that you expressly understand the complete release of liability and agree to indemnify, release and hold the aforementioned persons and entities absolutely 
harmless from any and all liability and claims from damages, injury or loss as a result of participation in the PerchFest™ Fishing Tournament in whatever form or man-
ner said liabilities, injuries or damages might be incurred.

RELEASE & INDEMNIFICATION:
In consideration of the opportunity to participate in the PerchFest™ Fishing Tournament, and for other good and valuable consideration, the undersigned hereby re-
leases and discharges the PerchFest™ Fishing Tournament Committee, the Lake County Visitors Bureau, County of Lake, Village of Fairport Harbor, Lake Metroparks,  
its sponsors, judges, officials, directors, agents and employees from any and all loss, damage or injury that may result from participation in the yellow  PerchFest™ 
Fishing Tournament.

Further, the undersigned shall indemnify and hold harmless the PerchFest™ Fishing Tournament Committee, the Lake County Visitors Bureau, County of Lake, Village 
of Fairport Harbor, Lake Metroparks, its sponsors, judges, officials, directors, agents and employees from any and all loss, damages and liability which may arise or be 
incurred as a result of the conduct and participation of the undersigned in the PerchFest™ Fishing Tournament. Minors must have parental consent line signed on the 
PerchFest™ permit.

PROTESTS:
Any protest must be done in writing within fifteen (15) minutes of the completion of the weigh-in. THERE WILL BE A $50.00 
FEE, WHICH WILL BE REFUNDED IF PROTEST IS UPHELD. Protest rules will be available upon request at weigh in station. 
Said protest shall be handed directly to PerchFest™ Fishing tournament officials. Any protest will be settled by the tourna-
ment committee and will be final.

RULINGS—
The PerchFest™ Fishing Tournament Committee’s decision is final in all matters pertaining to the interpretation and conduct of these rules. 
USING DECEPTION TO CLAIM A PRIZE IS CONSIDERED THEFT AND A CRIME AND IS A VIOLATION WHICH MAY BE PURSUED 
BY THE VILLAGE OF FAIRPORT HARBOR POLICE DEPARTMENT.

It is the intention of the supporters and tournament committee to provide an honest sportsman-like event to promote Lake County, family fish-
ing, and the yellow perch. In the interest of good sportsmanship, all permit holders are reminded that the “Spirit of the Rule” will prevail.

Judges with experience in detecting fraudulent entries will closely monitor the condition of fish . Contestants violating contest 
rules, including substitution of fish caught prior to the tournament or intermingling of fish with other contestants' entrees, shall 
be disqualified and forfeit their entry fee.  PerchFest™ officials will have final determination and authority of disqualifications 
due to tampered (ie. previously frozen) fish entries, ineligible contestants or other above-mentioned infractions.

Tournament permits must be purchased by 10:00 a.m. Sunday, September 13, 2009.
Any potential participants in the PerchFest™ fishing contest who have been previously disqualified from  fishing tournaments and/or 
under investigation, charged or convicted of exceeding fishing limits and/or illegal sales of Lake Erie fish by Ohio and/or local enforce-
ment entities, MAY NOT ENTER the PerchFest™ Fishing Tournament.

Should such an individual be discovered as a PerchFest™ participant, either by name recognition or alias entered under an assumed 
name, he will be immediately disqualified, either during the tournament or after the event.

PAST WINNERS (ADULT & YOUTH) ARE NOT ELIGIBLE TO COMPETE FOR THE NEXT (2) TWO YEARS FOLLOWING WINNING YEAR*
*Example, 2008 winners (adult & youth) cannot compete in the PerchFestTM in 2009 and 2010.

A Village of Fairport Harbor police officer trained to administer  a VOICE STRESS ANALYZER  will be on site Sunday, September 13, 2009,  to administer 
test to finalists which must be present at 5:00pm should  judges observe suspicious circumstances/ entries/ contestants. Ruling of judges is final.




